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Apoſtolick Br/hop. 
F 1 Lord | 17 vey glad bo 


> ſee you. You never made 
me a more ſeaſonable Viſit, 
The Rector of LLan-tres- 
faint is perhaps unknown to 
your Loraſbip. 

22 of E®®. I haye known the Rec- 
tor ſome Time, my Lord ; he is no great 
Friend to Epiſcopacy. 

Rector. As it appears, Sir, I am not 
too much honour'd by being known to 
vou, who are greatly miſtaken in the Idea 
you have form'd of me. I give Place to 


none, in fincere Reſpect and Veneration 


for Epiſcopacy; and to convince you, Sir, 


of the Truth of what I now ſay, I am 


ready to make Profeſſion of that Part of 
Vÿů⸗ 
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{+ ConFERENCE. 1. 


my Faith before you, nay, if equird, am 
willing to confirm it upon Oath: Tis true 
J am no great Admirer of Court Biſhops, 


zeither do I approve of their Domination. 


Bp. of . My Lord, are you fatisfi- 


ed of the. Profeffion of the Rector by his 


Manner of ſpeaking to two Biſhops, | and 


eſpecially to yourſelf, my Lord? This Term 
Sin twice repeated, does it Convince you 
of the Sincerity of- what he ſays? 


efor. Shou'd this Term Sir, make 


you queſtion it? I ſhou'd rather have 
thought it might have convinc'd you of 
the Truth of what I ſaid. For had I de- 
ſign'd to diſſemble, it would have been as 
eaſy to have call'd you my Lord. I beg 
you .then, to judge more favourably, and 
to believe that I reſpect Eplſcopacy in 
calling you, only Sir, and not my: Lord. 


Apoſt. Bp. To ſpeak my Opinion, my 
Lord, were the Diſpure only abour ſuch 
Forms as theſe, I ſhou'd ground the Mea- 


ſures of Reſpect very little on them. We 
may certainly have better Indications. 


Bp. of ***, Other Marks there, are, 


and more 5 chan this Term my Lord; 
but you may be {ure that all thoſe whom 


it diſpleaſes ſo much, do not, in the leaft, 


reliſn Us Import and Meaning. 


Rector. 1 agree with you, Sir, and it 


you coud make this Term lignify what it 


does 


Dosen 3 
does not, vig. no more than the Reſpect 
we owe to Epiſcopacy, no one ſhou'd be 
more ready to uſe it than myſelf. But in 
its natural and common Senſe it denotes 
Qualities fo oppoſite to thoſe which I take 
to be effential, that tis even the Reſpect 
I bear to Epiſcopacy that with-holds me 
from uſing it: And ſhou'd I call you my 
| Lord, 1 muſt be guilty of either offending 
the epiſcopal Modeſty. you profeſs, or of 
ſhewing you have entirely loſt it. 
Apo}?. Bp. I am not altogether of the 
Opinion of my Lord of K* *, nor the Rec- 
tor of LLan-tres-ſaint: I look upon this 
Term my Lord, as abſolutely indifferent; 
for-as-much as I ſuppoſe that in the Ule 
which is now made of it, it ſignifies no- 
thing more, than what it imply'd hereto- 
fore, when a Biſhop was called Reverend 
Father, or Sir, and as to my ſelf, I under-_ 
ſtand it no otherwiſe. On the contrary, 
ſince it is more modeſt, and ſuitable to the 
Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Apoſtolick 
Age, I heartily conſent to have the Style 
a Lord, for ever laid aſide in Regard to 
Biſhops. But it is fo common in our Times, 
that to avoid Singularity I 906 ute, but not 
affect it. 
Redlor. Twere very much to be de- 
ſir'd, Sir, that all who bear the Quality of 
Biſhops, Were as diſcreet as yourſelf. Bur 
they 
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they are not, and this Term, which, in its 


natural Senſe, imports nothing but Domi- 
nation, 1s more inſtrumental than one can 


imagine, to do, and continue Miſchief in 
the Church, and encreaſe the Vanity of 


that Spirit of Ambition ſo oppoſite to Je- 
us Chriſt, and his Truth. 


Bp. of * K. Obſerve, my Lord, this 


Expreſſion; All thoſe that bear the Ruality 
of Biſhops. Certainly, you do not perceive 
the Myſtery of it: But as I have already 
inform'd you, the Rector of LLan-tres-ſaint 


was known to me before this Day, and I 


aſſure you, he is no Friend to Epiſcopacy. 


Do you believe he takes you for a true. 


Biſhop? I very much queſtion i it; confeſs, 
Nector. 


Rector. Gentlemen, I beg you to ob- 
ſerve, that I was not the Occaſion of this 
Diſcourſe; and that the Biſhop of be- 


gan it, by reproaching me with not being 


4 F riend co Fpiſcopacy: I bore this Re- 
proach with Patience enough, methinks, 


to convince him of the Reſpect [ have for 
the Order. For poſſibly I ſhou'd not have 
return'd it with fo ck Mildneſs, had it 


been objected by any other Perſon. But, 
in ſhort, the Biſhop of *** perſiſts, and 


obliges me to diſcover to himſelf, and to 
you likewiſe, Sir, my private Sentiment. 
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CONFERENCE I. 7 


I fay then, Sir, in eſteeming you as an 


Apoſtolick Biſhop, I believe you do not on- 
ly bear the Quality, but are moreover a 


Biſhop in Reality; I take you to be ſuch 


according to the ancient Canons: But I af- 
firm at the ſame Time, that all who are 

not Biſhops according to thoſe Canons, 
have no more than the Quality or Charac- 
ter; yet, I am not of Opinion, fo ſpeak ac- 

cording to the Canons, they are notwith- 
ſtanding true Biſhops ; on the contrary, I 
believe they have loſt the Epiſcopal Cha- 
rater (as far as it can be loft) when they 


have not the Merit and Virtue of the lame, 


and that the Name of Biſhop does not of 


Right belong to them. 
And fince the Biſhop of * ** ohlices 


me to diſcloſe my Thoughts further, I do | 
not believe him to be a true Biſhop, and 
if he pleaſes, I will give my Reaſons, and 


make you his Judge, as he was willing 
you ſhou'd be mine, 

Apoſt. Bp. you'll remember, my Lord, 
you your ſelf drew on this flight At- 
tack of the Rector; though I dare believe 
his Freedom is not deſigned to offend 
ou. 

. Bp. of ***, My Lond, you mult have 


an inexhauſtible Fund of Goodneſs to find 


Excuſes for Expreſſions ſo plainly injurious, 
but it ſeems, it's the Rector's Humour. 
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8 Conrzrence, k 
Rector. I may be deceived in Facts, 


Sir, and I cou'd wiſh even to be deceiv'd 


in Reſpect to yourſelf: But, let us ſtick to 
the general Propoſition, Which has Regard 
to Right; it is this; that thee who bear the 
Duality of Biſhops, and are not Biſhops ac- 


| "OE to the ancient Canons, or do not live 


as fuch, are not truly Biſhops : They. have 


not that Quality but according to the W orld. 
They are  detitute of the eſſential Reality of 


577 opacy, and the Character it ought to 


bear. Have you any Thing to object to 


this Poſition ? 


By of FE | You admit thentwo Cha- = 
raters; the one of bad bop and the 


other of good. 


Rector. I admit bin one real Chas acter, : 
tho' I allow it may conſiſt of two Parts; 


firſt, the Name, and Authority, which is 


given at Conſecration; and, ſecondly, the 


Innocence, and Virtue which ought to 
attend it: One is only the Carcaſs, the dead 
Carcaſs of Epiſcopacy, the other is the 
Soul that animates it with Life and Moti- 
on. Give me Leave to uſe another Meta- 


phor. The Epiſcopal Character reſembles 


a Diamond remarkable for its Hardneſs, 


and Luftre; the Luſtre may be remov'd, 


and yet the Hardneſs remain, but then the 
Stone loſes its Value. I preſume, Sir, you 


| underſtand me. 


Bp. 
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CONFERENCE I. 9 
5. of ***, Yes, Sir, and I greatly 
fear you'll come to aſſert at length that 


nothing but Sanctity makes Biſhops and 


Prieſts, and that all the Righteous are true 
Biſhops, and the only Prieſts of the Church. 
Lou know who were the Authors of this 


Hereſy. 


Rector. For which Reaſon, Sir, if you 


underſtand me, you wou'd be rid of that 
great Apprehenſion you are under. You 


wou'd certainly have obſerv'd, from what 
I have hitherto ſaid, the Condemnation of 
that Hereſy. The Wicfliſſis were for 
having the Righteous only to be Biſhops, 
and Prieſts: And I aſſert that to be a 


Biſhop or Prieſt, requires the Ordination 


of the Church, and the ſame Character 
common to good and bad Biſhops, and to 
good and bad Prieſts. 
© Bp. ee ee not Biſhops Maſters 


1n their Dioceſſes? 
Rector. Certainly ; true Biſhops, that 


is to fay, apoſtolical, and canonical Biſhops, 
are Maſters in their Dioceſſes, but Maſ- 


ters of all Virtue, Doctors, and Profeſſors 
in Obedience. 


3 In Obedience! Biſhops 
Maſters, and Maſters in Obedience! Re- 
concile theſe Contradictions. If they are 
| Maſters, whom are they to obey? | 
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10 CoNFERENCR I. 
Rector. The Church, Sir, but you have 


interrupted me. I ſay that Biſhops are 


Maſters in their Diocefles or ought to be 


ſo; but Maſters in Obedience to the Church, 


to Canons, and conſequently, Maſters in 
_ Humility, in Modeſty, in Meekneſs, in 


Patience, Maſters of Truth, and Charity. 


You ſee then, that by your own Confeſſion, 
before it be oranted that Biſhops are Maſ- 
ters in their Diocefles, it muſt be ſuppos'd, 
they are acknowledg'd for publick Profeſ- 
ſors of all theſe Virtues, without which, 
they cannot be Biſhops according f to the 


ancient Canons. 


Bp. of .. My Lord, theſe are into- 5 


lerable Errors. As ſoon as a Biſhop begins 


to exerciſe the Authority God has put in- 
to his Hands, firſt and above all, his Life 
and Manners muſt be look'd into, and ex- 


amin'd whether he be a Saint; Geral if 


he is not, he is no Biſhop: Who would 
be a Biſhop on theſe Conditions? 


Rector. I add moreover, that to be a 


Biſhop, it is requiſite he becomes ſuch un- 


willingly; and he who 1s not conſtrain'd 1s 
unworthy of Epiſcopacy, and thoſe who 
rais'd him to it conſtituted one that was 
unworthy, which they wou'd not have 


done had they before been appriz'd of the 
Indignity of ſuch a Man. Non eſt Sacer- 
datrg drgnus 2 non Fuerit ordinatus invi- 


Fuss. 


CONFERENCE I. II. 
tus. You aſk, Sir, Who wou'd be a Biſhop 
ON theſe Conditions? And the firſt Condi- 
tion is to be unwilling to be fo. And 
this has ſeem'd fo effential in the Church, 
that Biſhops, on their Conlecration, have 
been oblig'd to ſwear upon the holy 
Goſpels, they were made ſo againſt their 
Will. They were aſk'd, Will you be a 
Biſhop? Vis epiſcopari? And he that was 
ſo interrogated, anſwer'd, Ns, I will not. 
This effencial Obligation cannot ceaſe. 
Men may make ſome Alteration in Cere- 
monies of their own Inſtitution, but the 
Laws of God are unchangeable. 

Bp. of My Lord, muſt my Life 
be expos'd to the Cenſure of every /ittle 
Prieſt, and he be my Judge? J aſk again, 
my Lord, and all che Reaſons in the World 
ſhall not hinder me, Who wou'd be a 
Biſhop on ſuch Conditions? 

Rector. And I ſhall ever anſwer, that 
he is very culpable that dares be a Biſhop, 
while he finds in himſelf the Will to be 
ſo, except on ſome Occaſions, when to 
preſent himſelf to that Office, is to pre- 

ſent himſelf ro Martyrdom. But let us 
conſider a little what it is that makes the 
Biſhop of *** fo warm. The Conditions 
I require to qualify a Biſhop to exerciſe 
his Power, and Function, are that he acts 
acooratng to the ancient Canons, and lives 
B:2 ac- | 
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12 CONFERENCE I. 
according to thoſe Rules: And the Biſhop 


of *** aſks, Who wou'd comply with 
theſe Conditions? Is not that to lay, who 


wou'd be a Biſhop to live according to the 


Rules of his Profeſſion? So that, as the 


Biſhop of *** will have ir, not one 


Biſhop wou'd continue to be ſo, if oblig'd 
to live according to the ancient Canons. 


And. becauſe s | ay it is a Condition, With- 


out which a Biſhop is no Biſhop a *AGs 


. cording to thoſe Canons, the Biſhop of 


NEE orys your Errors are inſufferable : Bur 
in Truth, are not his ſuch as ſhou'd raiſe 


either Indignation or Pity in all good Men ? 


And you whoſe Life is truly Apoſtolick, 
cou'd not eaſily hear the Biſhop of ** 
call Prieſts little Priefls. Has God then 
his little contemptible . Prieſts? And the 
greateſt Honour to a Biſhop, is it not to 
be a Prieſts? But theſe Terms my Lord, 


your Lordſhip, and others of like Vanity, 


have tranſported the Spirit of Court Biſhops | 
to ſtyle Prieſts, little Prieſis, which to MC | 


appears to be manifeſt Impiety. 


Apoſt. Bp. Let us not inſiſt on Terms 
of no Uſe, but to create Diſputes. Cuſtom 
has introduc'd many in a ſtrict Senſe, cer- 


| tainly bad, but which in the Thoughts 


and Intention, of thoſe who apply'd them, 
are of no ill Meaning: Since we very 
” 1 welt 
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CoNFERENCE I. 13 
well know how to diſtinguiſh berween the 


Perſons and the Merit of Prieſts 
 Re&or. I aſſure you, Sir, I do not ſpeak 


out of any Self-Intereſt, acknowledging 1 
have no perſonal Merit; which diſtin- 


guiſhes me from others. I am a Pariſh 


Prieſt, and no more; but that 1s an Ho- 
nour that ſurpaſſes even my Ambition, 
for within the Bounds of my Cure, che 
Holy Spirit has conſtituted me Biſhop, 


guide the Church of God. This 5 


Thought makes me tremble in his Pre- 


” lence, to ſee that I am anſwerable for a 


_ Dignity, of which I know myſelf fo un- 


worthy ; but at the ſame Time, am amaz d 


to find thoſe rais'd to ſuch Dignity, treated 
as little Prieſts by Biſhops who owe them 


Reſpect, to ſpeak according to the ancient 
Canons, as Prieſts are oblig'd to render to 
Biſhops that which is their Due. 


p. of * * My Lord, there is no 
Fc ſuch Treatment of Epiſcopacy 


Biſhops, ſays he, owe Reſp e to Prieſts : 


Priefts ſert!'d in their Pariſhes are Biſhops; 
and eſtabliſh'd by the Holy Spirit, to go- 
vern the Church. What are we then, my 
Lord? To what Uſe ſo many Biſhops? 


Are we to give an Account of our Lives 
and Manners to theſe Gentlemen Prieſts, 
Biſhops of their reſpective Pariſhes? I am 


of Opinion We ſhou d entitle them my 
Lords, 


14 CONFERENCE I. 
Lords, fince they are our Judges. So that 


all the Preeminence we have above Prieſts, 


is, we are their Maſters and Profeſſors in 
Obedience; Is ſuch Language as this to be 
born? 

Rector. Let us keep our Temper, Sir. 
The Apoſtle does not allow a Biſhop to be 


angry. If J have ſpoke any Thing contrary 


to Truth or Charity, I conſent that the 


preſent worthy Biſhop who hears our Diſ- 
pute may be my Judge: And fince you by 


attacking me firſt, and forcing me to de- 


fend myſelf, ſeem willing to carry on the 
Controverſy, I promiſe you, Sir, to anſwer 
all your Objections againſt the Terms 1 
uſe, with a Proviſo you'll condeſcend like- 
wiſe to give me e Reaſons for all you ſhall 


3 


9 This Proviſe ſeeing ſtrange. 
Provides ſay you, that I give you Reaſons, 


and this is the Queſtion in Diſpute, or ra- 


| ther, it is a Thing which never was, nor 


ever will be made a Queſtion. For as 


3 long as the Church ſtands, maugre the 
vain Efforts of ſome turbulent Spirits, and 
in ſpite of the Gates of Hell, it will be 


eternally maintained by Biſhops, that they 


are to give Reaſons of their Cond: act to none, 
but to God alone. 


Rector. And whilſt the Church ſhall 
continue, 1t will remain an eternal Truth, 
- that: 


2 r 


CoNFERENCE. I. 15 


that true Biſhops ought ever to give an 
Account of all Things to all Men; or if 
they refuſe to ſubmit to this divine Law, 


whereby they were created Biſhops, they 


ceaſe to be ſuch, and fink into their firſt 


Nothing. And whilſt the Church ſhall 
continue, that! is, to the End of the World, 


Prieſts will be found to maintain, that a 


| Biſhop ought to be accountable for his 


Conduct, not only to the loweſt Prieſt, 


but alſo to the Meaneſt of all the Believers 
in his Dioceſe. 


Bp. of * * Inſolence inſufferable 


8 and deſerves no other Anſwer but Correc- 
tion, and exemplary Chaſtiſement. 


Rector. Truth is able to bear all Things. 


Let us hearken to Reaſon, Sir, and we ſhall 
eaſily return it. But che greateſt Sign we 
are deſtitute of Reaſon is, that we refuſe 

to give any. As to myſelf I am ready to 


ſhew Reaſon for all I ſhall ſay, and like- 
wile to receive Inſtruction, and Correction 


not only from you, Sir, whoſe Station is 


fo high in the Church, but from the Mean- 


eſt of Men: But then after this my hum- 
ble Submiſſion, I think the Law is equal ; 
and you, to whom I ſpeak, ought to give 
me a Reaſon of your Lite and Manners, 
under Pain of incurring the divine Cenſure, 


The Order of St. Pant ſhou'd be ob- 


ſerv'd by every Believer, namely, to look 
into 
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16 CoNnFERENCE I. 
into the Behaviour of a Brother. ' A 
Biſhop baptiz'd as I was, a Child of the 
ſame God, and of the fame Church, is 
conſequently my Brother, or he muſt re- 
nounce his Baptiſm, che Foundation of 
all eccleſiaſtical Dignity. Biſhops may 
become Fathers, as much as they pleaſe, 
by their Epiſcopacy; that Quality does 
not take from them the Quality of Bro- 
thers, which is the Baſis of their Paterni- 
ty. St. Paul is expreſs in the Second to 
the 7. heſſalonians, CH AP. iii. 6. Now 
doe command you, Brethren, in the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw 
yourſelves from every Brother that walketh 
diſorderly, and not after the Tradition he re- 
cerv'd of us. He commands us to examine 
according to. o the Rules of the Goſpel, and 
the Inſtruction of the Apoſtles, and after 
we have ſo examin'd, to form a Judgment 
to ourſelves, and adhere to the Conduct 
of our Biſhop, if we find it regular, if 
not, to withdraw from him. | 
Apoſt. Bp. You do not pretend 1 5 


each private Perſon is a ſuperior Judge of 


his Biſhop, to pronounce a judicial Sen- 
tence againſt him, or that even a Prieſt 
has any "ſuch Authority. : 
Neciar. I do not, Sir; neither was it 
ever in my Thoughts. | 


Apt. 
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Apoſt. Bp. Provided what you have 


hitherto laid down, is carry'd no further, 


as to myſelf, I am not in the leaſt diſturb'd. 


For, in Brief, we are oblig'd to give the 
firſt and oreateſt Examples of Obedience 


to the Church, and its Canons: And un- 
_ queſtionable it is, that in all we do, which 
deviates from this Rule, none ought to 
adhere to us, but charitably to advertiſe 
us; and it belongs to us to amend, and to 
make good Uſe of the Advertiſement 


given us, with Humility, and Obedience 
to the Church. 1 muſt own, I am con- 
vinc'd of theſe Truths. Though I am nor 


of Opinion, that, for this Reaſon each 
private Perſon is to inſult his Biſhop, eſ- 


pecially, if he knows him to be endu'd 


with theſe Sentiments of Meekneſs and 


Humility. But I can't believe the Rector 
pretends to authoriſe Schiſm, and riſing 


up againſt Biſhops. 


Rector. I do not pretend in any wiſe, 


Sir, to countenance Inferiors againſt the 
Reſpect they owe their Betters. All I inſiſt 
upon, is, that Inferiors are oblig'd to ob- 
ſerve the Manners of their Spiritual Supe- 


riors ; to imitate, or leave them in Things 


they ſhall find contrary to the Life of the 


Apoſtles and their Ordinances; and for 
this Reaſon it behoves them to judge of 


all the external, and publick Actions of 


5 their 
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their Biſhops, not by any legal Judgment, 


but of Diſcretion, to the End they may 
follow the Good, and forſake the Bad. 
I beg then the Biſhop of ** not to 


diſpute any more what is ſo very clear, 
nor attempt to ſlight or pervert the Words of 


the Holy Scripture from their true Mean- 
ing. Good Biſhops have nothing to fear 
from it; the irregular only are therein con- 


demn'd. I believe, Sir, that you whoſe 
Life and epiſcopal Conduct are truly Apoſ- 


tolick, will not object againſt my Sentiments. 
And fince the Biſhop of ** * has in ſome 


Sort compell'd me to expreſs my Senſe of 


the Domination of Biſhops, with the Fa- 


vour of your Patience, I will, proprio Motu, 


give my Opinion of another Thing I 


have Reaſon very much to difapprove, vig. 


the Tranſlation of Biſhops. The Biſhop 


of *** not long fince paſs'd from * * * 


to ***, It is certain, theſe Tranſlations 
may be ſometimes lawful, when made ac- 


cording to the ancient Canons; but tis noto- 


rious, that no Manner of Regard is had 
to the ſaid Canons in moſt of them: The 
Enormity of which may be plainly ſeen in 
that curious Book of the Life of St. Atha- 


naſius, publiſh'd by Mr. Herman x. 


« He, z. e. the Biſhop, cannot quit his 


te firſt Spouſe, ſays that Prieſt and Doctor, 


© Tom; I. Page 54. 


. 
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viz. Athanafi 5us; but by a Kind of Adul- 


tery, becauſe he was not conſtrain'd by 
the Neceſſity, or for the Advantage of 
che Church, which are the only Caſes 
wherein theſe Changes are allow'd. 
« * The fifteenth Canon of the Coun- 
© cil of Nice condemns, ſays he, Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons who leave their 
Churches to. take others. 
« + That they may have no Pretence, 
of favs St. Jerome, to court the Embraces 
« of a rich and adulterous Spouſe, in de- 
< ſpiſing one who was a Yugi — . 
ce poorer. 
* But theſe Kinds of Tranſlations are 
4 838 becauſe Ambition and Intereſt 
which are productive of them, never 
* knew what it 1s to ſubmit to che Laws 
of the Church. ST 
« & The Council of Alexandria con- 
ce demn'd the ſame Crime, after that of 
* Nice, in the Words of St. Paul: If you 
« are engag'd by Marriage to a Woman, 
c ſeek not a Separation, leſt, adds che 
© Council, you become an Adulterer, ac- 
cording to the Oracle of Scripture, 
© || The twenty firſt Canon of the Coun- 
<< oil of Antioch, conformably to the fit- 
« teenth of Nice, forbids a . 
5 | 5 in + 2 Ch +. ing | 
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( 


ing his See, not only by his own Mo- 


tion, but even when compell'd, either 


by the People, or Biſhops. 


« * Julius I. writing to the Biſhops of 


this Council, ſays: Who are the Authors 
of Divifion, and Diſcord? Either we 
who have compaſſionated the Afflictions 


cc 


of our Brethren, or thoſe who by vio- 
lating the Canons, ſubvert. an Order 


„ Which made Athanafi us- ay, in 
ſpeaking of one of theſe Court Biſhops, 


that he had degraded and render'd himſelf 


unworthy of Epiſcopacy, by the Ambi- 
tion he had ſhewn in being eps of 


8 three ſeveral Places. 
This occaſion'd the great Of us, at 


N * Council of Sardica, more numerous 


than that of Nice, to ſpeak in theſe 


Terms: As to myſelf, I look on thoſe 
guilty of this Crime as unworthy even 
of Lay-Communion : Whereupon all the 
Biſhops then preſent, anſwer'd they were 


of his Sentiment. 


 « || And as to ſuch who prevail to be 
nominated to theſe Biſhopricks by Tranſ- 


Jation, 1 am of 8 ſays this great 
Man, 


. P. 492. T Be 4999 | F. 553: 


P. 555. 
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ce Man, that theſe Tricks, and Artifices 
ſhou'd be puniſh'd with ſuch Severity, 
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CC 


o 
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not be admitted even to Lay- Communi- 


„ on, no, not at his Death. Declare, ſaid 
« he, whether you approve this Senti- 


„ ment of mine: They Po Ss we are 


17 on of the ſame Mind” w 


. of * *. My Lord, there is no bear- 


ing A Injuries : "And can you hear any 
one treat a Biſhop thus in your Preſence? 

Abpoſt. Bp. I dare affirm, my Lord, 
the Rector Tees no ill Will againſt any 


Biſhop. The Tranſlation of Biſhops from 


one Dioceſe to another is notorious. It is 
clear as the Day, theſe Tranſlations are 


utterly againſt the ancient Canons. And, 
inter nos, my Lord, they deeply affect me, 
as oft as I think of them. But, aſter all, 
the Rector does not aſſert, that therefore 


the whole Dioceſe ſhou'd riſe up againſt 
ſuch a Biſhop: He is a peaceable Man, and 
only ſays, no one is oblig d to look on Tack 


4 Biſhop as legal, nor is he bound to obey 


him. Indeed, I cannot juſtify a Thing 1 


do not approve in my own Conſcience. 


If you, my Lord, can ſupport it, I vill 


hearken to you with all Attention and 


good Diſpoſition, that I may never deſert 


the true Intereſts of Epiſcopacy. | 
By. 
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22 CONFERENCE I. 


Bp. of * *. If I can ſupport it, my 
Lord! The Church muſt be in a very de- 
plorable State, when a Cauſe nearly con- 
cerning ſo many Biſhops cannot be ſup- 


ported. You may reaſon, as much as you 


pleaſe, with theſe Allegers of Scripture 
and Antiquity. But give me leave to men- 
tion a Remark I have made long ago; 
viz. that theſe Gentlemen ſmell of the 
Faggot. Exactly the Way of all Hereticks, 
ceternally Scripture and Antiquity ; but you 

ſhall ſeldom hear them ſpeak of the pre- 

ſent Church. Notwithſtanding they muſt. 


come to it, and ſubmit themſelves to Biſhops, 


either willingly, or by Compulſion: For 


the Gates of Hell ſhall not provayl againſt . 


the Church. 
an, The Biſhop of * * * ſuppoſes 
the Church cannot ſubſiſt, unleſs Believers 
are deny'd the Uſe of their Reaſon. Though 


I confeſs, Sir, you have thoſe great Talents 
I do not poſſets, and no leſs Honours ac- _ 


cording to the World, which I greatly de- 
ſpiſe; yet in this Matter, as in all other, I 


muſt be allow'd the Uſe of my Reaſon; 


and all thoſe who wou'd deprive Men of 
this Liberty, have loſt their Reaſon. The 
Church requires no more from its Mem- 
bers than a rational Obedience; God re- 
quires no more than to be honour'd with 


Jud gm: and D: cretion. 
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Apoſt. Bp. I did not foreſee Things 


 wou'd proceed ſo far, when you begun to 
- ſpeak of the Domination of Biſhops, and 


therefore defire to hear no more, if you. 


pleaſe, of theſe Matters. 
Bp. of . No, no, my Lord, the 


Rector will go then and boaſt he has been 
too hard for the Biſhop of * * *; we will 


continue this Conference, though we break 


off now. Tis no leſs, my Lord, than 


the Authority of Biſhops I defend. 
Apoft. Bp. I hope, my Lord, we may 


ſoon expect another Viſit, and I believe 


the Rector will give you full Satisfaction. 


. Adieu, my Lord, you are 


too good. 

Apoſt. Bp. as; Lord, you muſt not 

leave us, till you have promis'd another 

Conference on Monday. | 
Bp. of *. On that Day I am en- 

gag'd to give a Treat to the Ducheſs of —. 

Apoſt. Bp. On Tueſday then, — but you 


will give me your Honour not to ſpeak of 


our Conference to any one there. 
Bp. of * * * 


| give me Leave to go. 


Pour Sert "nt. 


Apoſt. 
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Apoſt. Bp. You puſh'd Things too far. 
The Biſhop of ***. is the beſt-natur'd 


Man in the World, but haſty indeed, and 


full of his epiſcopal Grandeur, and of that 
fine Air of State which ſome of the Biſhops 


do now-a-days affect about Court. We 


lament it, but to no Purpoſe. We cannot 


reform them. Adieu till Tueſday, but 


bring with you a little more Moderation, 


and Reſpect. - Above all Things, they love 
to be honour'd; that will coſt you nothing. 
By the Help of it we ſhall get from the 
Biſhop of *** whatever we defire, and 
he will hear you with Patience. 


Con- 


n 


Court Biſtop. 


. WE, M not I punctual, my Lord? 
8 Apoſt. Bp. Yes, my Lord, 


be here firſt, and think it 


wou'd have become him to have waited 
for you; however, I am glad it has ſo 


happen'd, As. having ſome what to impart 
to yourſelf, which I cou'd not, perhaps, 


have found an Opportunity for, had he 


been preſent. 


Court Bp. My Lord, what have you 


to Pe: Is it any Thing 91 ane 
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 Apoſt. Bp. You will be Judge, my 


Lord, and pardon the Freedom. When 


you left us, Why did you ſay you was to 
give a Treat to the Lady . Were you 


not ſenſible the Rector was preſent, who 


aſſuredly will not fail to place that Treat 


to your Account; and one Time or other, 
perhaps, make you pay more for it, chan 
you are willing? 5 
Court Bp. My Lord, Shall one Biſhop, 
when he e to another, be upon his 
Guard, if theſe little People are preſent? 

Truly, this is not my Humour; I have liv'd 

| hitherto free from theſe Reſtraints. AR - 
not we Paſtors of this Kind of People? 
Accordingly, I take as little Heed, whether 


they are preſent, or not, as a Shepherd, 


when he ſays or doth any Thing in the 
Sight, or Hearing of his Flock, Paſtor 


Eee lejiee talis eligitur ad cujus Comparatio- 


em: Grex cater! 1 * 


* Afoſt. Bp. Is it thus, my Lord, you ex- 


plain that Paſſage? 


Court Bp. My Lord, does it not fignify 


we are Paſtors of theſe Prieſts, as well as 


of the People, and that they are our Crea- 
tures, Animalia tua habitabunt in ca? The 
Church is liken'd to the Ark, wherein 
are all Kinds of Creatures. Noah was the 
Maſter of i it. We-are the ſame. And ſhall 
we. 


* Hier Ep. ad Oceanum. 
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we be afraid to ſay or do any Thing be- 


fore them? 


Apoſt. Bp. I beſeech you, my Lord, we 


may not treat Things with this Air, for 


it is unworthy of che Goſpel, the Minif- 


try whereof is committed to our Care. 


As to theſe Creatures, of which the Holy 
_ Scripture ſpeaks, you are ſenſible, they are 
not the Creatures of Biſhops, but appertain 


to God; and that the Sheep Jeſus Christ 


has entruſted us with, are not ours, bur 


his He is their only true Shepherd. It is 


this Lord whom we ſerve in guiding our 
e it is who muſt give us the 
Food we biftribure; and from him it is, 
(according to St. Auguſtine) we are to 
learn what we teach them. II Schola 
Chriſti omnes Condiſcipuli ſumus. Why then 
ſhou'd we diſtinguiſh ourſelves ſo much 


Brethren ; 


from them, who with us, are Fellow-Ser- 


vants of Feſus Chriſt? The firſt holy Biſhops, 
no Strangers to the Order, and Preroga- 
tives of Epiſcopacy, ſtyl'd themſelves as 
Laymen did, the Servants of God, and 


look'd upon Prieſts as their Companions i in 
the facred Function; Conſacerdotes; fo far 


were they from calling them little Prieſts, 
and little People. Do we never apply to 
ourſelves thoſe excellent Words of the 
Doctor of the Gentiles ? Who then is Paul, 
faith he to the Corinthians, whom he re- 
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prehends for too ſtrict Attachment to their 
Maſters, and * who is Apollos? Who are 
they but Miniſters by whom ye behevd? [ 
have planted, Apollos water d; but God gave 
the Encreaſe: So then, neither he that plan- 
ret, nor he that watereth is any Thing---- 
Ma are Labourers together with God, and ye 
are God's Building. In a Word, my Lord, 
ſo far from believing, that Prieſts and People 
are made for us, let us again hearken to the 


great Apoſtle, who informs us on the contra- 


Ty, that we are made for them, as they are 
for Jeſus Chriſt, and Jeſus Chriſt for God; 
whether + Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the World, or Life, or Death, or Things 
preſent, or Things to come, all are yours: 
Ne are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. Accor- 


dingly, Jeſus Chriſt does not ſay to St. 


Peter, I feed thy Sheep, but, feed my Sheep ; 
cut meas paſce, fanh St. Auguſtine, non fi- 
cut tuas, And if, inſtead of adminiſtring 
to their Salvation, we ſcandalize them by 
bad Examples, we are to expect adequate 
Puniſhment. We muſt feed them, not 
only with conſtant and pious Sermons, 
but by our good Examples, and Prayers. 
Paſce Prece, paſce Verbo, paſce Exemplo. 
This is the Food we owe them, this Food 


of reaſonable Creatures, of whom Fe/ſus 


Chriſt is the great Shepherd. vou 


„1 Cor. n. ibi. t Trac. 123, 
zi Joan. St. Bernard. | 
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You are better acquainted with theſe 
Things than I, my Lord; and I don't know 


if I do well in reciting them ; but J can- 
not bear to hear the Words of Holy Scrip- 


ture perverted to ridiculous, or injurious | 
Meanings. Shou'd we carry all the Com- 
pariſons the Scripture uſes, further than the 
Holy Spirit intended, what may not be 


faid of us? In People or Prieſts, of whom 


you are Paſtor, you will perceive nothing, 
_ unleſs it be Vice, to render them contemp- 
tible; but rather ſomething to incline you 
to think them worthy of Reſpect: Be not 
offended at this Word Reſpect; we owe it 
to our Inferiors, as they have the Honour 


to be Members of Jeſus Chri/t; and if a 


Pagan was to be commended for ſaying 


that one Kind of great Reſpe& was due 
to a Child when preſent, to do nothing be- 
fore him that might corrupt him: * Max- 
| ima debetur Puero Reverentia; What Re- 


ſpe& ought we, and others to ſhew the 


Children of Feſis Chriſt, and whoſe An- 
gels {ee the Face of their Father which is 
in Heaven? Shou'd we not greatly fear 


leaſt we offend the leaſt of theſe? 


Court Bp. This wou'd be admirable in 
a Pulpit, my Lord, but we have nothing 
to do with it here. The Buſineſs in Hand 
is to ſupport the epiſcopal Authority we 

hold 
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hold by divine Right, aganſt little People 
that pretend to make Compariſons, and 
cenſure their Biſhops; Biſhops will not 
humble them, if they will humble them- 
ſelves. Let them obſerve their Duty be- 


fore us, and we wall ſufficiently obſerve 


ours before God; but it belongs not to 
them to pry into What we do; really, the 

Condition of a Biſhop wou'd be very un- 
happy, if all his Words and Actions were 


thus ſubjected to the Judgment and Cen- 


ſure of his Inferiors. Do we ſee a Soldi- 
er diſpute the Command of his Captain, 
or General? And are not Biſhops Gene- 


rals of God's Army? 
 Apoft. Bp. I ſhall ever acknowledge, 
my Lord, the Uſe of Compariſons to be 


good, provided they are not ſtretch'd be- 


yond Truth, whereto they ought to be ſub- 
ſervient. It is allow'd the Church reſem- 


bles an Army drawn out to Battle; but a 
Believer owes no ſuch blind Obedience to 


his Biſhop, as a Soldier to his General, 


or his Captain; for a Soldier cannot ſee, 
whether each diſtinct Command be counter, 


or not, to the Service, or Will of the Prince: 
But every Believer may ſee whether his 


Biſhop acts conformably, or contrary to the 
Law of God; and the Believer may not 
only know this, but is oblig'd to be atten- 


tive thereto, and to judge according to the 


Light 


* 
i 
7 


Conrtrence II. 31 
Light of his Reaſon, whether what his 


Biſhop commands be conſonant, or not, to 
God's Will. For a Believer is no more 


requir'd to obey his Biſhop, when he is 
fatisfy'd his Commands are not agreeable 
to the Will of God, than a Soldier is bound 


to obey his Caprain, when he knows he is 


about to betray his Prince. Thus, my 
Lord, it is evident, all Kinds of Compari- 


ſons will not ſerve your Turn. And Feſzs 
Cbriſt himſelf makes one altogether like 


yours, from which he draws a quite con- 
wry Concluſion. For in comparing the 


Apoſtles to earthly Kings, he tells them, 


; that the latter exerciſe Dominion over 
their Subjects, as being their Princes, and 
Lords; but they, on the contrary, muſt 


ſerve the People as being their Miniſters: 
* The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lord- 
ſhip over them. But ye ſhall not be ſo: 
But he that is greateſt among you let hin 
be as the Younger : And he that 1s Chief, as 


he that ſerveth. For whether 1s greater, he 
that fitteth at Meat, or he that ferveth? Is 


not he that ſitteth at Meat, &c? 
Court Bp. All this, my Lord, makes 


nothing againſt me; and yourſelf will 


think the ſame, when you have heard me 
2 and defend the epiſcopal Authori- 
ty, which Jeſus Chri) 4 has committed to 
Us, 
. ks 22. 
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us, againſt the Rector of LLan-tres-faint, 
who now enters. You have made us wait, 
my Lord, and ſince you will not allow me 
that Quality, I am willing to give it you. 
Rector. A Man of great Sanctity and 


Eminence in the Church, gave the Title 
of my Lord to all Prieſts, Volo honorare eos 


ut Dominos meos, quia vere Domini met 


ſunt. St. Auſtin was a Biſhop as well as 


yourſelf at the Time when he writ -his 
Confeſſions, wherein he ſpeaks to the Prieſis; 


* Pratribus meis, quibus & Voce, & Corde, 


& Litteris ſervio, &c. Thus, in all Times, 


all Saints have ſpoken; but I wou'd not 


adviſe you to do ſo. 155 
Court Bp. Vou wou'd not then have 


me imitate the Saints. 


Rector. I wou'd ſincerely have you imi- 


tate them in their Words, when you imi- 
tate them in their Thoughts and Actions; 
that Perſon of great Sanctity, and Emi- 


nence in the Church. did not call Prieſts 


little Priefis, becauſe they roll'd not in 


gilt Coaches, nor thought a Biſhop a very 
great Lord, and Prince of the Church, for 


having a ſplendid Equipage; I affure you 
he was no Adorer of the Golden Calf. 
When you hold all theſe ridiculous Vanities 
in as much Contempt, you may call a Prieſt, 
when you ſee him, my Lord, wichout in- 


Juring 
i 3 Sali, Conf. Cap. 12. 
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juring, or leſſening yourſelf; becauſe this 
Quality will ſignify nothing of what you 
wou'd have it ſignify; and in this Senſe, I 
ſhou'd make no Scruple to give you the 
Title. But in the Senſe of Lording that 
Court Biſhops have in their Minds, 1 
ſhou'd think myſelf a Partaker of their 
Crimes and Folly. in calling them my Lords. 
Court Bp. Let us leave this Diſpute 
about Terms, and reaſſume the laſt Con- 
| ference. I muſt acquaint you, that when 

I parted from you, I went home, where 
Company waited for my Return; but I 
cCou'd not refrain from relating what had 
paſs d between us, without naming either 
Place or Perſons, thoſe Particulars being 
no ways neceſſary; I thought it ſufficient 
to let them know, the Conference was 
chiefly between a Biſhop, and a Rector of 
a Pariſh, in the Preſence of another Biſhop, 
whoſe Life may be truly ſaid to be Apoſ- 
tolick; and the Mee of our Converſa- : 
tion was this. 

Firſt, That each private Perſon has a 
Right to examine the Life and Manners 


of his Biſhop. 


Secondly, That if the Life of this Biſhop, 
according to his Judgment be not canoni- 
cal, the Rector pretends, he is no true 

0 Biſhop. What think you of this, Gentle- 


men? laid J. 
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Rector. On your ſaying to them, that 
ſuch a one is no true Biſhop, did you add, 
the Rector affirm'd he is no true Biſhop ac- 


;  Cording to the primitive Canons? Theſe Terms 


are eſſential; for I do not deny they are 
true Biſhops, in what Manner you pleaſe, 
provided you'll allow, that, according to mm 


Canons, they are not fo. 


Court Bp. I added, likewiſe, the Words 7 
you remark ; but ſaid, moreover, the Rec- 
tor maintained, this Biſhop 1 in that Caſe 5 
be deflitute of the eſſential Character of the 

epiſcopal Order; and related to them the 
Compariſons he us'd to explain it; that of 
the precious Stone which had loſt its Luſ- 


tre, and of a Body depriv'd of its Soul, a | 


dead Corpſe. In ſhort, I omitted nothing: 
But particularly ſpoke of the injurious 
Terms this Rector employ' d againſt thoſe 
he was pleas d to diſtinguiſh by the Name 


= of Court Biſhops. 


Apoſt. Bp. My Lord, what was the 
Opinion of theſe Gentlemen? I am not cer- 
tain whether the Rector will be well pleas'd 
to hear it; bur J have that Curioſity. 

Rector. I wou'd know, beforehand, who 
| thoſe Gentlemen were. 

Court Bp. Doctors, and others, whom T- 
take to be no leſs intelligent! Ladies alſo of 
Wit $09 Vivacity. 


Rec - 
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Rector. Doctors, intelligent Perſons, and 
Ladies of Wit! T hen you believe, Sir, all 
theſe capable of judging of the Things 
you related. 
Court Bp. 1 do think them very capable, 
Rector. I can't tell, Sir, whether you 
have ſtrictly obſerv'd, that among theſe 
| Sorts of Perſons, there are not a few whoſe 
Judgment is but ſhallow. Now, ſince the 
Poets themſelves who allow'd many Gods, 
were under a Neceſſity of calling ſome of 
them inferior Deities, we are oblig'd to 
_ own, without Injury to thoſe Gentlemen, 
and intelligent Perſons, that among them, Y 
there are not many, whoſe Underſtanding 5 


does not lie level to that of the common 


People in moſt Matters; and there are, 
perhaps, a Set of Ladies, learned Men, and 
Doctors, with Capacities of the ſame Size; 
as well as poetick Deities. But, pray Sir, 
of what Rank were all theſe Judges, and 
what was their Deciſion? 1 
Court Bp. I have already ſaid, Sir, that 
they were competent Judges of our Con- 
ference. As to their Decitions, I ſhall not 
point out what each faid in particular; but 
all were ſurpriz d, as well as myſelf, at 
your Propoſitions. It being obſerv'd: 
That twas a Thing unheard of, for any 
one to begin to examine the Merit of a 
Judge, from his Life and Manners. 
. That 


— 


* 
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That this Examination is uſeleſs to che 
Edification of the Church. 


That, on the other Hand, it is very pre- 


judicial to the Honour of Biſhops. 


That, in Truth, it were to be wiſh'd, 
the ancient Canons were obſerv'd; bur | 
when they are not, that does not take 


away the Power of Superiors. 


It was to make a manifeſt Schiſm. 


The Way to bring People to Diſobedi- 
ence and Looſneſs. 


That, above all, opprobrious Language | 
was both contrary to Charity, and the Ci- 


vility of the World. 


That we ſhou'd lament the Diſorders : 


we ſee among Eccleſiaſticks, and not re- 


prehend them with Aſperity. 
That this only provokes, and not in- 


ſtructs the People. 


And, that all the Diſcourſe of the Rec- 


tor 0 to be Satire and Spleen. Theſe 


are Part of the Things ſaid to me; it is 


the Rector's Buſineſs to defend himſelf. 
Rector. To defend myſelf in the Man- 


ner J am attack d. All I ſhall offer, is, that 


T have met with other Doctors, and intel- 


ligent Perſons, who affirm the contrary; 


| w_ as your Judges ſpake without giving 


Reaſon for their Sentence, ſo mine 


f did the ſame; well attack'd, well defended, 


the Points were left undecided, and che 
Court 
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Court Biſhops in peacable Poſſeſſion of their 


Domination; which muſt extreamly pleaſe 


their Lordſhips. But this is not much to 


the Advantage of the Church, nor the 


Edification of the Faithful. Wherefore, I 
| Intend, the Conference to Day, and others 
we may hereafter have, if you are ſo pleas'd, 
| ſhall ſerve to anſwer thoſe Sort of vulgar 


Judgments, the Spirit of Domination has 
ever approv'd; and, I hope, at length, Peo- 


ple will be undeceiv d as to a Thing ſo di- 


ametrically oppoſite to che * and Truth 


of rhe Goſpel. 


Court Bp. I forgot to tell you, that upon 
relating to chem the Length of your Diſcourſe; 
all ſaid, chis Rector was a Stranger to good 
Breeding, and the Rules of polite Converſa- 

tion; and were amaz d at the Biſhop's Pa- 
tience, who ſuſter'd him to talk ſo long with- 
out Interruption. It may be of Uſe, if you 
think proper, to hearken to this Admonition. 
Reftor. It is confeſs'd, that in common 
Converſation, where little is ſaid for the 
Cauſe of Truth, but all ends in Prating 
and Vanity; each Perſon takes an equal Share 


as far as he is able: But in the Search of 


Truth, all that contributes thereto ſhould 
be approv'd. Truth, ſays Cicerb, is of all 
Things moſt excellent; ſo that it is a Miſ- 


take to think it too prolix, when it ſpeaks. 


Errat, qui T emperamentum, Mediocritatem, 


S 
el 
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& Modum optat in optima Re. Here's a 
Queſtion ariſes between a Prieſt and a 
Biſhop, concerning a Truth very important 
for the effectual Reformation of the whole 
Church. The Prieſt, for his Defence, 


arms himſelf with good and ſound Princi- 
ples; he explains, and enforces them with 


cConcluſive Arguments; a Matter which 


muſt take up ſome Time. This, perhaps, 
may not exactly ſquare with the nice Rules 
you mention: Though that Man wou'd de- 
| ſerve to be laugh'd at, who beholding a 
Soldier behave valiantly in the Service of 
his Prince, ſhou'd blame him for fighting 
with his Neck- cloth a-wry ; as if a wry 


Neck- cloth, or a diſorder'd Peruke, were 


of any Conſequence to a Soldier, who 
had overcome his Enemy, and prov'd faith- 
ful to his Maſter. I will meddle with no- 
thing hereafter but Things, and anſwer on- 
ly to what ſhall be objected either againſt. 
Propoſitions I advance, or Proofs I ſhall 
infiſt on to ſupport the fame. : 
Court Bp. Though you be little con- 
cern'd as to the Length of your Diſcourſe, 
and the Meanneſs of your Expreſſions; do 
you alſo deſpiſe the Reproaches you lie un- 
der, for Breach of Charity, by your inju- 
rious Terms? This Objection, methinks, * 
5 has more Regard to T than Words. 


Rector, 
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4 % True, Sir; but has not, there- 
fore, a better Foundation, nor more Dif- 
ficulty to be confuted. The Notion of 


Charity the World entertains, is very dif- 


ferent from what appear'd in the Saints, 


and thoſe Who came neareſt to their . 


tity. 
You cannot, I believe, produce one of 
them, who, in the like Circumſtances has 


ſpoke with leſs Zeal againſt the Diſorders 
of Church-Men. _ 


The Spirit of God does not require this 


falſe Lenity, which is moſt conſpicuous in 
the Double- minded. 


It is not from any Hatred to the Dig- 

nity of Biſhops, and Epiſcopacy, that 1 

wm ſaid thus much; bur, on the contra- 
from ſincere Charity both to their Per- 


ſon and Character, and towards a right E- 


ſtabliſhment of their ancient Authority and 


Veneration. 


Court Bp. The Thing is to make ap- 


pear that your Pretenſions are founded on 


Truth and real Charity: For, thoſe Gen- 
tlemen I lately convers'd with, judge as I 


do, that this Poſition is not to be juſtified, 

wis. A. Biſhop, who lives not N to 

the ancient Canons, loſes his Character. 
Reclor. And fo exerciſes a eee 


Feſus Chriſt moſt ſolemnly forbid all his 


Miniſters to exerciſe. Vou yourſelf, Sir, 
| to- 
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together with the preſent worthy Biſhop, 


hall judge of the Truth of theſe two 


Points; the firſt, that a Biſhop who lives 


not according to the ancient Canons is no true 
_ Biſhop, &c. but loſes his Character, in the 
Manner, we have already, and ſhall more 
fully explain. 


The ſecond, that tis of great Uſ to make 


this Truth known to all. 


We begin, then, with the firſt Ana. 


You require me to prove this Truth 


briefly. Hear the Words of the Son of ! 


God himſelf. * Mercenarius autem qui non 


eſt Paſtor. The hireling Biſhop is no Shep- 


herd. You cannot, I imagine, defire a 


more clear, ſhort, diſtinct, expreſſive, deci- 


ſive, and authentick Teſtimony than this. 


Is it not apparent, from the very Words 
of Jeſas Chriſt, that a mercenary Biſhop, 


being no longer a Paſtor in the Church, 
ceaſes, without formal Ejection, to be a 
Biſhop; and conſequently loſes the Cha- 


racter that made him ſo? 


Court Bp, You know chat proving 


too much, proves nothing, Rector. No 


this Paſſage, if it be taken ſtrictly, and ac- 


cording to the Letter, will prove, that a 
mercenary Biſhop having loſt his Charac- 
ter, as you ſay, has loſt it abſolutely, and 
without Reſtriction, From hence any 


Joan. x. 
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one wou'd infer he ceaſes to have even the 
Power to ordain, &c. and that he cannot 
do any of theſe Acts /awfully, though he 
may be faid to do them validly; but the 
* e you allege, in the Senſe you give 
will prove, he cannot do this va/idly, 
10 conſequently, proving too much, Proves - 
Nothing. 
Apoſt. Bp. This Reaſoning is ſtrong, 
and I am pleas'd to hear my Lord argue 
thus. In what Senſe then do you pretend 
the mercenary Biſhop loſes his Character? 
Reffor, In the ſame Senſe that he loſes 
his Name, I aſſert he loſes his Character 
of Paſtor. The Words of Jeſus Chrift are 
expreſs; Mercenarius eſt qui non eſt Paſtor. 
T ſhall never prevail with myſelf to believe 
the Words of Jeſus Chriſi ſignify No- 
thing, becauſe it is pretended they ſignify 
too much: Or that I who uſe them, prove 
too much, ſo as to have it concluded from 
thence that I prove Nothing. I inſiſt then 
that a Mercenary is no Paſtor, becauſe Fe- 
us Chriſt has ſaid ſo. He ceaſes to have the 
Name, and conſequently the Reality, which 
anſwers to this Name and Quality. Now ]] § 
that which anſwers to this Quality, is N 
what I call the Character; or, if you 15 — 
the Character of a good Paſtor, accorang--..--.: --:.: 
to the Terms of Jeſus Chriſt : The ill Biſhop | 4 
18 not in chis Senſe a true, but a falſe Faſtor. - : 
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Apoſt. Bp. But, it is not ſufficient barely 


to aſſert this: Others may, perhaps, not be 


ſo eaſily fatisfy'd as myſelf; and when you 


ſhall have prov'd to us, that according to 


the ancient Canons it may be ſaid a Biſhop 


in ſomewiſe loſes his Character by his 
Crimes, you muſt inform us. what theſe 


are; that from thence we may conclude 
whether you have Reaſon to affirm, that 
private Perſons who know them, may ex- 
empt themſelves from obeying thoſe Biſhops 
who are guilty of ſuch Crimes. Have I 


not, my Lord, diſtinguiſh'd aright? 


Court Bp. Admirably well in my Opi- 


nion, my Lord; and I have many Things 
to ſay to all the ReQor's Diſcourſe, but I 
| ſhall wait, till his Proofs are further ex- 


plain'd, Let us ſee, then, whether they 
anſwer the Project you have laid before 


us; but you muſt give me Leave to re- 


mind you, above all Things, to be as brief 


: as poſſible. 


Rector. The Phyſician ſhou'd admini- 
ſter the ſpeedieſt Remedy to the Cure of the 
Patient, when it can be done. The Truths 


I ſhall impart will no more pleaſe you, 


perhaps, than other Court Biſhops. Where- 


fore I ſhall produce ſome modern Autho- 


rities, to which they will poſſibly ſubmit 
with leſs Reluctance. Foc s ri 


Petrus 
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Petrus Aurelius writ a Book, which had 


ſo much Approbation in France, that it 
Was printed by Order of a general Aſſem- 
bly, at the Expence of the Clergy, with 


an Encomium prefix'd, compos'd by Mr. 
Godeau, Biſhop of Vence. Obſerve now 


what Petrus Aurelius ſays to the Sub- 
jet we are upon. Page 187, of his 


Book, according to the firſt Impreſſion in 
QNuarto. Unde factum eſt, ut non magis Epi: 


copum agnoſcerent eum qui Characterem 


| epiſcopalem ine Furiſlictiane teneret, quam 


eum qui Furiſdictionem fine Cbaractere. N 
When a Biſhop, ſays this Author, retain'd 
only the 2 77 Character without the 
he holy Fathers did no more 


Jurildicton, 
acknowledge him 5 be a Biſhop, than 


one who had nothing but the Juriſdiction 
without the Character. And Cardinal Be- 
larmin, ſpeaking of the Words of St. Paul, 


ſays, chat a Sinner excommunicates himſelf, 
although ſeemingly, and externally, he re- 
rnains in the Communion of the Church. I 


have ſome Reaſon to hope the Biſhop of 
*## will pardon my producing theſe Au- 


thorities, 


The fame Writer aſſerts, that 8t. Jerome 
gives the like Explanation of the Words 


5 of St. Paul. 


Apoſt. Bp. I am glad you began your 


Proofs with ſuch Authors, who prove a 


bad 
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44 CoNFERENCE II. 
bad Biſhop to be no true Biſhop, has loſt 
his Epiſcopacy, his Power, and Character; 
theſe are no new Expreſſions according to 
the ancient Canons. And I am perſuaded 
the Authors you cited were not deceiv'd 
in their Opinion, which in the mean Time 3 
agrees with yours. But this does not di- 
vert me from hearing with Pleaſure what 

"ou ſhall further add from Antiquity. 
Court Bp. And from thence, how you 


come to make the People Judges, ang | 3 
Biſhops of their Biſhops. Y : 


Rector. You think, Sir, you have pro- | 
posd a T hing very difficult to be prov'd, 
vg. that the People ſhou'd be the Biſhops : 
of their Biſhops. But how then are to 
be underſtood the Words of the Apoſtle 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews : Follow Peace 

with all Men, and Holineſs, without which 

none ſhall ſee the Lord; looking diligently, 
teſt any Man fail of the Grace of Gad. 
And, in 125 Greek, inſtead of looking dili?? 


gently, put sri e. Now, if ; 
the Apoſtle from theſe Words, commande 


us to inſpect all whom we are oblig'd to 
have Peace with, and obſerve their Life 
and Manners, leſt they fall from the Grace 
of God; tis Vigilance, and Sollicitude, 
is it not to extend to Biſhops? If then St. 
Paul exhorts, and commands us to extend 
this Attention and Vigilance even to ph" 

or- 
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foraſmuch as they are of the Number of 


| thoſe with whom we are oblig'd to live in 


Peace; and if in engaging us hereto, he 
uſes the ſame Term thar implies an epiſco- 
pal Attention and Vigilance, #nioxonsvres ; 


for this Reaſon, ſhou'd we not believe, 
it may be faid in a very good Senſe, thar 
God has plac'd us in the ſame Church, to 
be Biſhops one of another, each in his Or- 
der, and Manner, according to his Degree? 
ws hope in the Sequel of our Conferences 
to prove this Truth ſo ſolidly, that you | 
will have no Reaſon to reject it. 
Apoſt. Bp. Your Zeal will, I fear, carry ; 
you too far, without a little Interruption. 
You muſt not forget, my Lord intimated, 
at firſt, that one of the Things his F riends 
condemn'd moſt in the Recital he made of 
our Conference, was your Freedom of 
Speech. | 
Rector. As many in the World, i are 
deceiv'd by erroneous Principles of Sub- 
miſſion to a Dominion ſet up in the Church, 
will conſtantly blame thoſe who wou'd 
ſtrongly oppoſe it, ſo 1 ſhall never ceaſe to 
expoſe a Crime ſo oppoſite to the meek, 
and humble Reign of Jeſus Cbriſt. Let | 
thoſe who imagine that a Zeal, rais'd to 
ſome Warmth, againſt the Domination of 
Biſhops, is inconſiſtent with the Humility, 


and true Meekneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, know, 
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they are deceiv d; and learn on the contra- 
ry, that their pretended Lenity and Hu- 
mility are falſe, if they do not pray for the 


ardent Zeal they ought to ſhew aganſe the 


Phariſees of our Age. 
Apoft. Bp. There is no Room to an- 
ſwer you; and, to confeſs the Truth, I have 


no great Inclination. Alas | Wou'd to 
God, we all had one Spark of that Zeal 
the Son of God was inſpir'd with, and 


Which ſo much tranſported him in his 
Preaching, that his own Diſciples believing 


him to be beſide himſelf, went to take hold 


of, and confine him.“ And the Multitude 


cometh together again, ſo that they cou 4 not 


fo much as eat Bread; and when his Friends 
heard of it, they went out to lay hold of him, 


for they ſaid he is befide himſelf. O Word 


eternal, incarnate! ſo wiſe, ſo humble, and 


ſo meek! how came it, that all theſe Vir- 
tues cou'd not reſtrain thee in thy Preach- 


ing from turning thy Zeal into ſuch Tranſ- 
ports? But againſt whom? the People ? 


No; thou ſhew'dſit nothing but Compaſſion, 


and Bowels of Charity towards them: A- 
gainſt Publicans and Sinners? Alas! No; 
thy Patience only was to incline them to 
repent; foraſmuch as theſe Sinners did not 


juſtify their Sins, and cover them with a 
falſe Appearance of Piety. But all thy 
Zeal was kindl'd againſt the Scribes and 


MS Mark ü. Pha- 


i; . n e J e 
PF * Mk nn wy 8 r 7. 3 £ WET Og CR, — 
Ms e n . - SIE EIT. 
et eek ne W n 8 1 « o ** * 
LL ERC IE SI I IF res: 4 RA Ie 
2 2 N Y CSR 8 g 2 n 2 . 


ConrFERENCE IL 47 


Phariſees, the Prieſts, and the Princes of 
the Prieſts, who ſinn'd in the very Sanctu- 


ary, and call'd themſelves Saints: Væ nobis 


ad quos Vitia Phariſzorum tranſierunt ! I 
ſee no Reaſon why I ſhou'd be mov'd 
with Anger againſt the Rector, pardon 
me, my Lord; and when you hear the Rec- 


tor ſpeak after his cuſtomary Manner, be- 
lieve, nothing he ſays, proceeds from a 


Principle of the leaſt ill Will n any 


Perſon whatever. 


Court Bp. But ſtill, my Lord, ought 


he not to have ſome Reſpect and Deference, 

even for Charity Sake, and to further the 

Converſion of Court Biſhops, fince he un- 
dertakes to catechiſe them? However, let 
us proceed; he has pretended to ſhew chat 
Biſhops, who live not according to the an- 
cient Canons, are no Biſhops, and loſe both 
their Character and Power: But what are 
thoſe Violations of the ancient Canons, which 
are the Cauſe of ſo many Evils? For, in 
ſhort, unleſs he reſolves this Query, all he 


has ſaid will be to no Purpoſe. 


Rector. You perceive it is impoſſible for 
me to ſay all at once, and if we do not 


make ſuch quick Diſpatch, thus much is 


. gain d already: We are agreed, 
Firſt, That poſſibly there may be Bi 


ſhops; who commonly paſs for ſuch, 
nevertheleſs are not true Biſhops according 


to the aforeſaid Canons, 8 
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Secondly, That not being truly in the 
Church, they have no lawful Juriſdiction, 
and in this Senſe have loſt both. the Cha- 
racer, and alſo the Name of Biſhops ac- 


cording to thoſe Canons. 


7. hirdly, A little Examination, will make 
known, in theſe our Times, the Obligati- 


on we are all under of obſerving the an- 
cient Canons. By this Means we ſhall re- 
_—_— the People and the Clergy, as far 


s poſſible, in the Rights which they en- 


| joy in the firſt Ages of the Church, 


namely, to elect, and chooſe for themſelves 


Biſhops and Paſtors according to the Will 


ö of God. 


The firſt and principal Advantage will 


accrue to the Biſhops themſelves. The 
good will have the Pleaſure of ſeeing them- 


ſelves diſtinguiſh'd by the Voice of God, 


which is the Voice of the People. The 


bad will be aſham'd of this Diſtinction, 


and bethink themſelves, or acknowledge 
they have renounc'd Shame, and all the 
Glory of their Epiſcopacy. _ 

Laſih, The World will be convinc'd, 
that this Glory ariſing from the Virtue, 


and Grace of epiſcopal Ordination, and 


preſerving to Biſhops all their Canonical 


Power in the Church, makes the Perfec- 
tion of their Character: True Biſhops will 


receive Veneration from the People, be re- 


PRs 
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plac'd in all the Righrs of Epiſcopacy, 


the Church edify'd, and the Reign] of Fejus 


Chriſt render d more glorious and trium- 
phant than ever. Would you know, ſays St. 
Cbryſoſtome, the true Definition of Chriſti- 
anity, and the higheſt Point of its eſſen- 
tial Perfection; 'tis to have in View the 


publick Good in all our Actions. Let any 
one ſhew me an Injunction more frequent- 


ly recommended by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſ- 


pel. Beware of falſe Prophets which come 
fo you in Sheep s Chathing, but inwardly 


they are ravenous Wolves. You ſhall know 


them by their Fruits. + Take heed and be- 
dare of the Leaven of the Phariſees and Sad- 
ducees. . Take heed, and beware of the 

 Leaven of the Phariſees, and the Leaven of 

Herod. || Beware of the Scribes which love 
to go in long Cloathing. & Beware ye of the 
| Leaven of the Phariſees which is Hypocriſy. 
(% Beware of the Scribes which defire to 


walk in long Robes, and love Greetings in the 
Markets, and the bi gheſt Seats in the Sy- 


nagogues, and the Chief Rooms at Feaſts, 


(4) Beware of evil Workers. [*] If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this Doc- 
 trine, receive him not in your Houſe, neither 


ME bim good . For he that biddeth 
| 6 7 lun i 


* Mie. Fi. Matt. 11 1 Mark viii. 


j Mark xi, 8 Luke xii. (5) Luke xx. 


() Phil. iii. *] John ü. 
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to your ſelves that ye loſe not 
Wor T1 pgs ye have wrought. Beware of 
falſe Prophets, ſays our Lord, and after 


him, all his Apoſtles. Now who are thoſe 


falſe Prophets, but falſe Paſtors? And to 
whom doth our Lord ſpeak, if not to all 
Men? Can any Power on Earth deprive 
the People of the Right Jeſus Cbriſt has 
given them, to diſtinguiſh falſe Shepherds 
from the true? Beware of the Leaven, 


ſays our. Lord. If you bid them good 
Speed only, if you ſalute them, you par- 
take of their evil Deeds, take Care of your- 
ſelves, and obſerve them. And now, Gen- 
tlemen, I am ready to hear all you are 
pleas'd to ſay, bur at the ſame Time, I 


beg you wou'd ſuſpend your Judgment, 
'till J have finiſh'd the Anſwers I am to 


make to thoſe Criticks, which, Sir, you _ 
have lately mention'd. 


Apoſt. Bp. This Project ſeems admira- 


ble, provided it be founded on ſolid Proofs, 
clear, and approv'd by the Church. 


Refer. I renounce all other Proofs. 
Apoſt. Bp. But we cannot continue this 


Conference any longer now, for I fear it 


grows tireſome to his Lordſbip. He may, 


if he pleaſes, appoint ; another Day to meet 
us here. 


* Verſe 3. C . 
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Court Bp. It is out of my Power, my 
Lord, to ſet any preciſe Day, for at Court 
we are not Maſters of ourſelves : But 1 
1 you, I will wait on you again, as 


am defirous to ſee whether the Rector 


will make good all his Engagements ; and 
when I come, well ſend for bim. 
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me 3 Uneaſineſs. 


a grand Biſhop ? 
Court Bp. Poflibly, you 


. not intend it, and E: mult blame 


myſelf. 


Rector. Court Biſhops are ſo icht d 


to Flattery, that whoever treats them not 


in that Stile, paſſes for their Enemy. But 
let us reſume the Subject we were upon. 
Have you ever ſeen Maimbourg's Hiſtory of 


Arianifm, and what he fays concerning 
0 oure 
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„you have given 


Rector. Is it, Sir, in the 
över of a little Prieſt 


to give any Uneaſineſs to 


__ ConpERENCE III. 33 
-Court Biſhops (for ſuch there were in thoſe 


Days) who affiſted at the ſecond general 
Council, which was che firſt of Conſtanti- 


nople? | 
Apoſt. Bp. Here the Hiſtory 1 is. Let ſome 

Part of it Tho read. ; 
Rector. There is a ranurkable Paſſage | 
in Book VI. P. 621. © Ir cannot be de- | 
« ny'd, continues the Hiſtorian, that all — 
* Things were in a fad Diſorder under i 
the Empire of Valens; in the Number = 
© of 150, moſt being Court Biſhops, and it 
© having nothing in View, but eſtabliſh- — 
ing their Fortunes, they comply'd with — 

te the Times, and always thought the good 1 


„ Opinion of the Prince to be their beſt 
Advantage; and as they were orthodox 
e mnder Ti beodoſius, to ſecure, ſo they be- 
came Arians under Valens, to recover 
c their Biſhopricks, although many of 
them had bad Qualities enough, and be- 
«© fide were of corrupt Principles, and 
: « a Life that render'd them unworthy 
« of the epiſcopal Function. | 
„ Apoſt. Bp. A ſtrange Deſcription indeed! = 
Is it poſſible the Hiſtorian ſhou'd ſpeak ” | 
with ſo much Freedom in a Book he made | 
publick, and no Biſhop complain of it? it 
So far I admire it, for its Truth; and it 
is moſt certain, the Hiſtorian does not 
ſpeak ſo, with a real Deſign only to calum- 
niate Court Biſhops. 5 Kector. 
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Rector. But, after all, thoſe cannot it 5 


good Biſhops who change their Principles 
with each Change of the Prince. judge 


then whether any one has not Reaſon to 
aſſert they are no true Biſhops, and have 


oft their Character 

Apoſt. Bp. This is the only rocking : 
Bepreſſion, a Biſhop may 1%ſe his Charac- 
ter: But is this all the Hiſtorian produces 


againſt my Lords the Biſhops? 


Rector. Do you count this for nothing, 
to ſay that their only Principle of Morali- 


ty is to be what a King, or Emperor 
wou'd have them, and ready to put on the 


Turbant, if the Prince ſhou'd happen to 
be a Turk? If you pleaſe to ſhew me his 


_ Hiſtory of the Tronoclaſts, I have ſeen there 


ſevere Declamations againſt Court Biſhops, 
Apoſt. Bp. Here is the Hiſtory; read a 
few Paſſages: My Lord, have we your Con- 


ſent? Ar the 855 Time theſe Books are 


publick. 85 

Rector. See a remarkable Place, and 
which is not long. * So far this wretch- 
ed Eunuch (ſpeaking of the Arch-Biſhop 
Nicetas under the Emperor Leo the Ar- 


« menian) is the meaneſt Slave of the Court, 


C 


* 


under the Habit, and Name of Patriarch, 
e fearing his Maſter ſhou'd treat him as 
he 8 done his Predevenors,. But we 
— = have 


i. ROY 


&% 


ce their Character, in making themſelves 


ce Slaves to Princes, and ſtooping to ſuch 


« Meanneſſes, as expoſe them to their 
Contempt and Diſregard.“ What a Pic- 
ture is here! He that betrays his Character, 


may be ſaid to loſe it. Do the outward 


Hobi, and Name only of a Biſhop pre- 


' ſerve the Character? Does a Slave who is 
not his own Maſter, notwithſtanding, poſ- 
ſeſs a Character of which Liberty is the 


very Life, and Soul? But let us ſee, in an- 


other Place, what this Hiſtorian thinks of 
this Sort of Biſhops: (He ſpeaks here of 


the Arch-Biſhop Anaſtaſius, who being an 
Tconoclaſt at firſt, became orthodox un- 


der Artabaſes, and Artabaſes being over- 


come, turn'd Tconoclaft again, to conform 


to the Victor Conſtantine Copronymus.) © So 


= that when an Eccleſiaſtick has once con- 


4 ſign'd his Soul to the wicked Spirit of 


« Ambition, we may ſay he has no Soul, nor 


c conſequently Religion, and will always 
ce be of that Side which will pleaſe the 
« Prince on whom his Fortune depends; 


« and to whom he has made himſelf a 


e Slave, to obtain a falſe Grandeur by 
« ſhameful Compliances.” No one ſpeaks 


more of the Vaſlalage and Servitude of 


74 


Court Biſhops chan eee 
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« have obſerved that to be always the Fate 
“ of mean-ſpirited Biſhops who betray 
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Apoſt. Bp. Truly, Maimbourg is very 


free in ſpeaking againſt Biſhops, and what 


he ſays is openly offenſive to thoſe he calls 


Court Biſhops; ſome of them are Men of 
Power, whoſe Anger is to be fear d by 
thoſe ſo reſolute as this Hiſtorian. 


Rector. We ought, Sir, to love Virtue 
wherever we find it: Maimbourg in ſeveral 


Places of his Writings, has diſcover'd as 


fine Sentiments in Praiſe of Truth, as any 


of thoſe Authors who have moſt generouſly 


defended it; and I cannot forbear reading 
to you the Cloſe of the firſt Part of his 


Book, concerning Court Biſhops, who aſſiſ- 
ted at the firſt Council of Conſtantinople. 
They oblig'd St. Gregory Nazianzene, then 
Arch-Biſhop of that imperial City, to leave 
his See and retire; and Maimbourg gives 
us an Abridgement of the excellent Orati- 
on he made in taking Leave of his People, 
and the Biſhops of the Council, which 
drew Tears from thoſe that heard him. 


Obſerve, how that Hiſtorian concludes. 


_ © Thus the Subduer of Arianiſm departed 


« from Conſtantinople, after ſo many glori- 


* ous Labours, with the Satisfaction of 


te bearing with him into Solitude, no other 


« Recompenſe than what Jeſus Chriſt pro- 


« mis d to his Soldiers, I mean, ſays he, 


cc from others, to the End, that choſe who 


cc. * with 


* Perſecutions from ſome, and Ingratitude 
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© with this great Man, employ thenſelyet 


© in the Service of the Church againſt 
« Herefies, may learn by his Fate, to ex- 


e pet no Crowns but from the Hands of 


Jeſus Chriſt, for whom they contend.” 


c 


Led 


But have you not remark'd, Sir, ſome other 
| Paſſages in the Writings of Maimbourg, 
which are proper for my Purpoſe? 

Court Bp. I remember half a Score 
more of equal Force; for it muſt be ac- 


knowledg'd, this Man ſeems to direct all 


his Aim to offend us. 
Rector. And I aver he has jpokes,” as 
if he had no other Deſign bur to retrieve 
the Honour of your Character. How dif- 
ferent the Thoughts of moe are, and how 
oppoſite! : 


Court Bp. Indeed, your Way of think- 


ing differs from the Reſt of Mankind. Is 
it thus the Charafer of Biſhops is to be 
retriev'd ? and ſhall the People, for a Pre- 
tence of diſobeying them, make it a Queſ- 


tion, Whether their particular n be 


a Chriſtian or not? This Method of pro 


ceeding, the Rector is of.Opinion, will con- 


tribute greatly to their Honour. 


Rector. A Biſhop who lives not accord- 


ing to the ancient Canons, loſes his Charac- 


ker, with his Soul; as is expreſs d by Mam. 
| bourg. 
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Court Bp. Though A Biſhop who vio- 
lates the Canons is ſaid to loſe his Soul 


a thereby, yet I can by no means allow his 


Character to be loſt; in ſhort, to deprive 
a Biſhop of his Character, is what I can 
never bear; it is a down right Hereſy. 


Rector. But if the Biſhop himſelf be 


Toft: What becomes of his Character? I 
defire the Biſhop of * * to explain this. 


A Biſhop 4%, his Soul loft, but his Charac- 
ter not loft. I confeſs my Underſtanding's 


too ſhallow to fathom this Myſtery. 


Court Bp. Do you believe the Soul of 5 
== bad Biſhop annihilated ? 
Rector. No, it is only a common Pen 


of Speech; you ſay to a wicked Man, be 


is a loſt Man, his Soul is loſt, meaning he 


has forfeited his Happineſs; and in ſuch a 
Caſe Annihilation wou'd be a Favour. _ 
. Apoſt. Bp. As 1 apprehend, the only 
Difficulty with his Lordſhip, is, your inſi- 
nuating that bad Biſhops and Prieſts loſe 


the moſt eſſential Part of their Character 
with their Virtue; and that as Ordination 


made no actual Impreſſion on their Soul, 
they can retain no real Quality of Epiſco- 


pacy in them. Now, the Rector does not 


maintain this Doctrine abſolutely, provided 


you infiſt not on the Conſequence of it. 
Court Bp. You have, my Lord, a clear 


Head to ſearch into Mens Hearts, and diſ- 
cover their Thoughts ſo fully. Keccor. 


Heretick in Ptinciples! ſince the Biſhop 


of ** & reſents nothing but my not falli ing 


in with his Conſequences. 


Court Bp. Not fo faſt, I defire. Though 


in your Way of explaining yourſelf, your 
Doctrine in the Bottom may not be kere- 


tical, yet how orthodox ſoever, you are 


not to make Uſe of the Expreſſions of Ele- 
reticks to enforce or defend it. 


Rector. Really, Sir, this is hardly to be 


born. After our two Conferences, eſpecial- 


ly the laſt, wherein Tefus Chriſt himſelf 


declar'd, the hireling Shepherd to be no 
Biſhop; will you give that Advantage to 


Hereticks, to affirm, the very Expreſſions 


of Teſts Chriſt are the ſame with theirs? 
= Court Bp. But the Point is this; the 
uſing ſuch Expreſſions may give a Handle 


for aſſerting that each Biſhop in the Church 


is no true Biſhop, but a Hireling. 
Rector. I do proteſt to you, Sir, this 
Apprehenſion ariſes wholly from yourſelf; 


neither have I given you, as I remember, 


the leaſt Reaſon to impure any ſuch Thing 


to me. There are, I am well aſſur'd, ſome 


excellent Biſhops, whoſe Virtues the Er- 


rors of Court Biſhops render incomparably 
more illuſtrious. 


Court Bp. But it is too evident, theſe 
| Expreſſions are injurious to many Bi ſhops, 
nn WY en -: Whe 


ON FERENCE. III. 89 
Nedcfor. God be prais'd then, I arm no 


— 2 — —̃— wm 7 — 
mn — ͤ 3 K — 2 
2 Sx 2 Sx * =. Iz * 21 

1 2 7 N 


” 
Se Pegs oo ty ee gr en fn Os oo * 


r 2 . r 2/26 Tat Sx — . e Yu 2 0% 9-4 2 


—— ͤ K 


— 


3 : ? 1 
F 


60 ConFERENECE III. 
who through theſe Means may be expos d 
to the Contempt, and Cenſure of the 
i 
* Recor. - feu Chrif then, (if infinite 
| Juſtice can do Injury) does them this Inju- 
ry; but as divine Juſtice can do none, ſo 
it is impoſſible theſe Expreſſions ſhou'd be 
injurious; on the contrary it may be ſaid, 
that bad Biſhops bring this Injury on them- 
ſelves, and by their ill Conduct occaſion 
the Treatment they may complain of. 
Court Bp. What renders theſe Kind of 
Expreſſions miſchievous, is the uttering 
them in ſo general a Manner, which leaves 
each Perſon the Liberty of being injuri- 
ous to thoſe to whom he never deſign'd 
to apply them, foraſmuch as to theſe ge- 
neral Terms, particular Reſtrictions are 
not annex'd to limit, and make them ap- 
plicable to the Bad only. _ 5 
Rector. Right Method lays it Ac as : 
a Rule, to ſpeak of Things, firſt, in ge- 
neral, and then to deſcend, when neceſſary, 
to Particulars. For Inſtance, if after ſay- 
ing, Hirelings are not Shepherds, I am 
examin'd who theſe Hirelings are, I ſhall 
be oblig'd to anſwer ; theſe are they whom 


the Love, and Deſire of Honours, Wealth, 


and worldly Dignities drew to the ec. 

cleſiaſtical Function. Theſe our Lord calls |} 

8 8 and of whom Ezekiel ſpoke, 5 
„ 


CONFERENCE III. 6x | 
when he ſaid, Their Care was not to feed their 
Sheep, but to fatten themſelves; that it was | 
the Pride of theſe that had covered the ſa= g 
cerdotal Order with Diſgrace. If I had 7 
at once come to Particulars, I ſhou'd have 7 
given you Room to have aſk'd me many 
Queſtions concerning V ocation to the holy 
Order, and many other Things, which might 
have interrupted us at our firſt ſetting out, 

and with-held us from explaining our gene- | 
ral Principles, of which theſe latter Truths _ 
are only Conſequences. But I beg, Sir, = 
your Patience, and, I promiſe you, we will "2 
ſpeak to each Particular. 95 
Apoſt. Bp I think, my Lord, we can- 
not produce one Paſſage i in Scripture, which 
we have not already examin'd, to ſhew 
how we muſt underſtand, a bad Shepherd 
to be no longer a Shepherd. And Teſus ;? 
Cpbriſt teaches us to ſay the Hireling is no ” 
Shepherd. Bur the Refor has engag'd 1 | 
ſhew us this Way of ſpeaking is frequent, | 
not only in Holy Scripture, but in the an- 

cient Canons. = 
_ * Reftor, What I have to 9 Sir, is, 1 
that we ſhou'd hearken to God ſpeaking 4 
in the Holy Scriptures, and to obſerve what 
the Fathers of the Church have deliver'd 
in their ancient Canons. They have un- 
animouſly declar'd, after Feſus Chriſt, that 
bad Paſtors may arrive to ſuch a Degree 
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62 CoNFERENCE III. 
of Corruption, as to ceaſe thereby to be 
Paſtors, or Biſhops. 

Court By. And I affirm we "tall find 
there, that how bad ſoever Paſtors may 
be, they never | ceaſe to be Paſtors and 
Biſhops, Ou they have onee been N 
ſuch, | | 

Abo Bp. Ir's ackriowteds'd both the 
one and the other may be found. We 
are therefore to diſpute no longer concern- 
ing Expreſſion, but the Meaning of theſe 
Terms, and their Conſequences. 
- Reftor, I did not accuſe the Biſhop 
of * * & for ſaying bad Biſhops are Biſhops; 

1 allow him the Liberty of his Expreſſions, 
provided he will permit me to ſay, with 

efus Chriſt, that hireling Biſhops are not 
Biſhops, but Anti-chriſts. For many walk, 

ſays St. Paul, of whom 1 bave told you, 
and now even weeping, that they are Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe End is Defiruc- 
tion, whoſe God is their 840 and whoſe 
Ghry is in their Shame, who mind eart 5 
Things : But our Converſation is in Heaven. 

Court Bp. But while a Biſbop remains 
in the outward Communion of the Church, 
| ſhall we pronounce he is no longer a Biſhop, 
and has loſt his Character? This is the * | 
mow =: 
> Rather; You admit then a Biſhop may 
be ſaid in ſome Wile to loſe his Character. 

Court 
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Court Bp. I admit nothing directly, 
but what you can prove from Scripture; 


but till there are ſeveral Ways of inter- 
- preting Scripture. And I confeſs, I do not 


pretend to the Gift of Infallibiliry i in the 


Explication of it. 


Rector. I am pleas'd chat Court Biiops 


do not pretend to Infallibility ; bur if I ſhall 
demonſtrate to you, the Fathers of the 
Church taught that bad Biſhops by falling 
into Imperfection loſe their Character, ic 
may ſuffice. 
Court Bp. What is chat ImperfeRtion? 
” ti is expedient to make it known. 


Rector. That muſt be ſhewn Pere far 


But let us hear one of che Fathers concern- 
ing the Character of a bad Biſhop. I chooſe 

to mention St. Cyprian, the Glory of Epiſ- 
copacy; be tells us in plain Terms, a bad 
Biſhop cannot conſecrate the Euchariſt : 


And can he then be ſaid to maintain his 
Character? 


Apoſt. Bp. You muſt explain to us, how 


you underſtand a Biſhop's Character either 


gives Sanctification, or Pollution. The 


Term Character ſeems to me to mean an 
Impreſſion, Mark, or Sign, whereby one 


Perſon is diſtinguiſh'd from another, and 


makes known for what this Perſon is de- 
ſign'd; as a Soldier who carrys ſuch Sort 
of Colours, as ſhew the Prince he ſerves, 


and 
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and for whom he is enliſted; but as theſe 
Colours give no Courage to this Soldier, 


if he is not by Nature brave; fo methinks 
this Character ſerves only to diſtinguiſh 
Perſons, and no Way ſanctifies, or produ- 


ces other Effects in them. 

 Reftor. You have prevented me, for 
ſuch is my Meaning; and it is a Pleaſure, 
Sir, to ſpeak before a Prelate fo intelligent 8 


28 yourſelf, as I am not oblig'd to fav 8 
thouſand Things you penetrate through. 


But permit me, Sir, to aſſure you, it is of 


no leſs Advantage to addreſs myſelf to a 
Prelate, whoſe Purity commencing in his 
Heart, diffuſes its Light into the Mind, 
and makes you know clearly the true Dig- 
nity of your Character, which conſiſts not 


in that external Splendour, - as common to 


the Impious, as to the greateſt Saints. 


Apoſt. Bp. Spare your Praiſe to a Biſhop, 


| who, if he merits any, in your Opinion, 


mult acknowledge in the Sight of God, 


that as a Man and a Sinner he can deſerve 


none. But let us ſee what Conſequences 
you will draw from a Biſhop's lonng his 


2 Character. 


Rector. Why, none are oblig d to obey 


him. A Biſhop who excommunicates him- 
ſelf by his Crimes, loſes his Juriſdiction; 
and this is the general Aſſent of the Fa- 
' thers ; as may be ſeen in St. Cyprian, St A. 
| ng 5, St. Ferome, and St. Aar Apoſt, 
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450, Bp. Such Teſtimonies ought to 
have great Weight with us; but if Biſhops 
live as they are oblig'd, chat is to ſay, ac- 
cording to the ancient Canons, and after 


the Rules, and Lives of the Apoſtles; they 


may with Reaſon require us to live under 
the Juriſdiftion of the Succeſſors of the 
: APIs, in both Virtue and Piety. 


Court Bp. What will be the Conſe- 
quence, I ſay again, if each Perſon is al- 
low'd to cenſure his Biſhop, and avoid him 


according to his Caprice, or Humour ? 


Let any one judge whether it be fit to 
grant this Liberty to every particular Mem- 
ber of the Church, and whether the Prin- 


ciples of his Doctrine are 85 altogether 4 8 


ſcandalous, and bad. 


Rector. You find it neceſſary to oppoſe 
che Principles of Truth, and its Conelu- 
ſions, as they are formidable to Court Vi- 
ces. The Inconveniences, Sir, you allege, 
are Prejudices only, but we ſhou'd not, to 
avoid the greateſt Inconveniences, conceal | 


the leaſt Truth, much leſs abandon it. ; 


Court Bp. I ſhall not ſubſcribe to the 


Faith of any one Man. Doctors have 
their Opinions, and I have mine. The 
Deciſions of Fathers, and Councils do not 
wholly ſway me. 


Rector. But my Opinion is; Nothing ap- 
pears ſo ill as a bad Biſhop. It is mY 
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66 CoNxFERENCE III. 
much to be wiſh'd there were none ſuch; 
but, alas! our Wiſhes change not Things. 


Apoſt. Bp. What are thoſe Crimes To 


charge ſome Biſhops with? 


Rector. 1. Simony, i in taking Money for 5 


18 of Ordination. 


2. Plurality of Dignities, in Oppoſition to 
the ancient Canons. 


3. Frequent Tranſlation from one Biſhop- 


rick to another, from the known Motives 
of Avarice and Ambition, without the 
leaſt Good accruing thereby to the Church. 


4. Their negotiating publick Stocks, 


whkroby: they raiſe large Sums, expreſly 
forbidden in the ancient Canons. 


. Non-refidence, or uſeleſs Reſidence, 


not preaching every Lord's Day, as did 
the ancient Biſhops, or preaching but very 
rarely, and that to be proclaim'd in a News- 


Paper; ſeldom if ever viſiting the Sick, or 


comforting the Broken-Hearted. As iy - 
this Article, ſee Dr. Hammond on the four- 


teenth Verſe of the fifth Chapter of St. 


James. When any Man falls into any Diſ- 


eaſe he is to look on it as that which comes 
from God, for ſome ſpecial End of bis. 
And becauſe the Man wifited may not he 7 = 
well able to judge of himſelf, but that be 
may ſtand in Need of ſpiritual Directions, 
4 Counſel, to diſcern his own Guilt; and 


becauſe whatſoever bis Condition be, he may a 
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receive much Benefit thereby, let him call to 


bis Aſſiſtance ſome ſpiritual Perſen, the Biſhop 
in every City. And when he hath afforded 
the fick Man his beſt Directions and Aſſiſ- 


 #ance, let him pray to God with, and for him, 
that God wou'd pardon his Sins, aſſuage 


his Pains, remove his Diſeaſe, &c. And in 

the Note on the ſame Chapter he lays, 
The viſiting of the Sick is anciently mention d 
as one Branch of the Office of Biſhops; and 


again, that Part of their Office is ſet down 


| by him; They are, ſays he, ? ont r (aEVOI d- , 


Tas dolvds, thoſe that vifit all the Sick, &c. 
6. Luxury in their Retinue, Coſtly Fur- 


niture in their Houſes, with other Marks 


of Pride and Ambition. * Their Tables 


profuſely ſpread, fitter for Diſciples of Epi- 
curus, than Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, and 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. Their Conver- 
ſation not of Heaven, but News of the 
Town, Matters of State, of their magni. 


ficent Palaces, and ſumpruous Gardens. 
7. Their criminal Silence in not Diſco- 
vering to the great Men of the World, 


the Crimes they commit, flattering chem 
in every Thing. 


Lofily, Intolerable pride and Haughti- 


nel in their Treatment of che Poorer Cler- 


8 The late Biſon of * is ſaid to have had 
often Pigary a at Table, 5 
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gy, behaving themſelves as a ſuperior Rank 
of Beings, and uſing them as their Vaſſals. 

Court Bp. Theſe are fine Articles, tru- 
ly; but the Thing is, who ſhall prove, 


and authoriſe theſe Accufations of Infe- 
riors? 


Reclor. Really, Sir, the Church | is re- 


duc'd to a bad State, if it wants the Pow- 
er to correct thoſe who do amiſs. How-. 
ever, it is ſome Puniſhment to them to 
he open to ſuch Accuſations in Foro Eccle- 
_ 


Court Bp. But the Point is to convict 


them of any one of theſe Crimes you haye 
* 9 „„ 


Rector. I am glad you infiſt bur on 
one Proof, as it is a diſagreeable Taſk, 


and what I wiſh was ape to be _ 2 
; form'd. 5 


Court Bp. well, Sir, you began your 


Charge with Simon), and if you can make 
it appear, I] excuſe Yu any turther En- 


quiry. 
Rector. Then let me aſk the Biſhop 


of *##* whether to take Money for con- 
ferring holy Orders, or for granting Letters 
of Ordination, and ſuch like, be one Kind 

of Simony, or not. A Power which the 

Biſhop freely receives from God, he ſhou'd 

by rok IVE. £0 . 
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Court Bp. Why ſhou'd it not be allow- 


able to take Money for Parchment, and 
Writings of Secretaries ? Is a Biſhop oblig- 


ed to maintain all his Officers at his own | 
Charge? And without more ado, is not 
Cuſtom the beſt Interpreter of Laws? It 


has been for Ages paſt, uſual to receive 


Money for theſe Diſpatches : How can a 


Crime then be made of a Cuſtom ſo long 


receiv'd, and approv'd, or at leaft tolerated 


in the Church? 


EKReckor. This then 1 is a Matter of Fact, ; 
| fince it is even acknowledg'd by the Par- 


ty concern'd ; the Queſtion is of the Right, _ 


the Ignorance of which is no Excuſe to 


any; eſpecially to Biſhops, whoſe Charac- 


ter obliges them to know the ancient Ca- 
nons under the Penalty of being irregular, 


for Want of Science, and unworthy to poſ- 
ſeſs their Dignities. Now, of all the Ca- 


nons, there are none ſo expreſs as thoſe 
that in general prohibit Simony, and in 


particular, the taking Money tor Letters 


of Ordination. The ancient Canons cited 


in the Margin of the firſt Chapter of the 


twenty firſt Sefion of the Council of Trent, 
make Mention of this; Part of which 1 
will here tranſcribe. © Quoniam ab Eccle- 
« fraftico Ordine omnis Avaritie Suſpicio al- 
wh = debet ; mhil pro Collatione quorumcun- 
fue Orginum, etiam clericalis Tonſuræ, nec 
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fro Litteris dimiſoriis aut inen albu, 
« nec pro Sigillo, nec alid quacungue de 
« Cauſd, etiam ſponte oblatum, Epuſcops & 


* ali; Ordinum Collatores, aut eorum Minſ- 


Fri, qguovis Pratextu accipiant.” That is, 
fool d be. no Cauſe for 


Suſpicion of Avarice in ecclefiaſtical Perſons; 


Biſhops and others, who are concern'd in con- 
ferring of Orders, or any of their Subſtitutes, 
ball take nothing for the clerical Tonſure, 
nor for Letters dimiſſory, or teſtimonial, nor 
for the Seal, nor upon any Pretence Whatſo- | 
ever, tho 5 
The Fathers conſtantly call this Kind of 
5 Simony, Simoniaca Hæœreſis, foraſmuch as 
all thoſe who take Money for holy Things, 
os believe they may innocently do 
it. Have you any Thing to fay, Gentle- 
5 Zn. for their LTD) or to clear 
them of the Charge? 


freely offer d them. 


Court Bp. What have we to da with 


the Decrees of the Council of Trent. 
Apoſt. Bp. So far I muſt fide with the | 
KReclor, as to ſay, that thoſe Canons made 
in Regard to Simony are not to be except 
cdi againſt, they being eſtabliſh'd on the 
ancient Canons, which were they ſtrictly ob- 
ſerv'd, the epiſcopal Authority might re- 


turn to its priſtine Glory, and Splendour, 


when Believers fold all their Goods, and 


lad: the oc of them at the Apoſtles 
Feet, 


T: 
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Feet, making them abſolute Maſters of 


the ſame. 
Resor. Wou'd Court Biſhops profeſs to 
. live according to the ancient Canons, they 


vou d | ceaſe to be Court Biſhops ; they 
wou'd become Apoſtolick Biſhops, bear 
their Character, and poſſeſs their Juriſdicti- 
on, becauſe they wou'd be Biſhops accord- 
ing to thoſe Canons; and then we ſhall ac- 
knowledge their Authority, and think it 
our Duty ſo o do. But let us diſpute no 
longer on this Head, fince all the ancient 
Canons prohibit Biſhops from taking Money 
for Letters of Ordination, and ſuch like, un- 
5 der Pain of Simony, and the Penalties of i it. 
Court Bp. What are thoſe Penalties ? | 
Rector. Let us firſt ſettle our Principle, 
that it may be no more conteſted. Vou 
own, Sir, the Charge. 
Court Bp. I muſt have Time, and more 
| Leiſure to examine this Queſtion throughly, 
before I give it up; it is not, K+ hope, 
come to that yet. 1 0 
Rector. Are you to examine it now? 
Shou'd not a Biſhop be the Doctor of his 
Dioceſe? And ſhou'd ſuch a Teacher be 
ignorant of the fundamental Truths of 
Salvation? 
ba Bp. When I ſee a Cuſtom eſtab- _ 
liſh'd in the Church, Wou'd you have me 
examine whether this Cuſtom be good, or 
| | ey il; p:- 
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evil? None but Hereticks call in Queſtion 
the Cuſtoms and Uſages of the Church. 


Rector. The twenty eighth Canon of 


the Apoſtles ordains, that a Biſhop who 


takes Money ſhall be depos'd, excommuni- 


| cated, like Simon Magus. Vet for all this, 


theſe ancient Canons are lightly regarded. 
Apoſt. Bp. It may be ſaid, likewiſe, that 


. the Perſons ordain'd are guilty of Symony ; 
but great Indulgence ought to be granted 


to thoſe ordain'd, who, as they are often 
poor, give their Money with Reluctance, 
and by Compulſion; but for the Biſhops *. 


who require it, what Excuſe can be offer 


ed for them? 
Rector. Another Evil! 18 to be aſcrib'd to 


this corrupt Practice; none, or very few, 


are refus d Orders; Aſſes and Ignorants paſs 


7 as well as Men of the beſt Capacity; and 
thus the Church is peopled with a uſeleſs 


or ſcandalous Crowd, who diſhonour che 
Miniſtry. 


Court Bp. May it not be ſaid in the Bi- 
mop's Favour, that the Money given at the 


Time of Admillion, is taken with no ill 
Deſign, and deſerves a more ferme 
Interpretation? 


Rector. The greateſt of 1 C is 


to be wilfully ignorant of the Truth, and 
ſhut our Eyes that we may not ſee it. KA 


Biſhop is ble d to obey the ancient Canons. 


Apt. 


Aboſt. Bp. A Biſhop, it is certain, can 
demand and require nothing but what i is 
allow'd by the ancient Canons. 
Court Bp. With Permiſſion, my Lord, 
I muſt beg leave to ſay, I do not altogetier 
agree to this Propofition, and I think it 
wants a large Explanation. But I wou'd 
perſuade the Rector to deſiſt, and put an 
End to this Diſcourſe ; leſt by purſuing it, 
he may intrench too far on the Honour, 
Reputation, and Glory of the epiſcopal 
Office. 
Recror. I ſhall be ever inclin'd to pay 
2 high Regard to all thoſe whoſe Prieſt- 
hood is founded on the Purity of their 
Faith, and the Obedience they owe the 
Church. We are to honour and revere our 
eccleſiaſtical Superiors as long as they are 


the Repreſentatives of God; for he that 


deſpiſes them in this Quality, deſpiſes him 
of whom they are the 5 
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